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Dear Colleagues and Friends:

On June 4" we again gathered at Henderson House just outside of Boston
to continue our ongoing conversation about CLTL. As always, the day was
bright and meaningful as we explored the depth of our new website - generously
supported by the National Endowment for the Humanities - listened with care
to the inspirational panel discussion about three remarkable CLTL juvenile
programs, considered carefully the wonderful words of Earl Shorris, and
completed the afternoon with our ritual ogo-round.o It was a day to remember.

Tam Neville has again given us, in this newsletter, the highlights of
that day. We appreciate her hard work and ongoing commitment to CLTL. This
newsletter, together with the 100 or so photos taken that day, will now become
part of our history, further expanding our website for the world to consider.

Despite limited funding, CLTL has done remarkably well this year.

Jean MacCormack, the UMass Dartmouth Chancellor, and the Massachusetts
Foundation for the Humanities provided support to help run 18 programs in the
Commonwealth. Our programs in Kansas, Texas, Arizona, Connecticut, New
York, Rhode Island, Maine, and the United Kingdom continue with success.

I am also conpdent that our new website, now live, will boost our presence
throughout the country.

CLTL was also the proud recipient this year of a prestigious award from
the New England Board of Higher Education - another important mark of our
collective achievement. Massachusetts Representative John Quinn and Senator
Mark Montigny have worked very hard to get CLTL back in the state budget for
the upcoming cycle.

We are now headed into our 14" year. Thousands of people have
benepted from this incredible experiment testing the value of literature and
conversation. CLTL stands as a noteworthy example of democracy forged from
a deep understanding of the meaning of education and community justice.
Collectively we have made a difference.

Thanks especially to: Beth Lehr for her tireless work throughout the year;
Marc Lalosh, Don King, Sparsh Parimoo, and other members of the web team,
who were responsible for the technical development of our NEH website; and
to the principals of this NEH project - Jean Trounstine, Taylor Stoehr, and Larry
Jablecki. Congratulations as well to the 40 or so facilitators, probation ofpcers,
judges, and students who contributed in so many ways to this important effort,
making this another magical year.

Please keep the vision alive and keep reading,

Bob Waxler












